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regulations for vessels that operate 
under the PVSA exemption. 

[USCG–1999–5040, 67 FR 34791, May 15, 2002] 

§ 70.05–20 Gross tonnage as a criterion 
for requirements. 

(a) The regulations in this sub-
chapter, as well as referenced require-
ments in other subchapters in this 
chapter, take into account the pas-
senger vessel’s size, construction, and 
equipment, as well as its intended serv-
ice on the routes or waters on which it 
is desired to be operated or navigated, 
which are indications of the hazards to 
which such vessel may be subjected. 
The Commandant’s determinations in 
this respect for a particular passenger 
vessel are stipulated in a certificate of 
inspection, which states certain terms 
and conditions governing such vessel 
when in operation. 

(b) In applying the laws and regula-
tions to passenger vessels, one cri-
terion for invocation of safety stand-
ards is the description of passenger ves-
sels by relative size in gross tons. When 
it is determined by the Commandant 
that the gross register tonnage for a 
particular passenger vessel, which is 
attained by exemptions, reductions, or 
other devices in the basic gross ton-
nage formulation, will circumvent or 
be incompatible with the application of 
specific safety requirements in the pas-
senger vessel regulations for a vessel of 
such physical size, the Commandant 
shall prescribe the regulations to be 
made applicable to such vessel. 

(c) When the Commandant deter-
mines that the gross register tonnage 
is not a valid criterion for the invoca-
tion of safety requirements based on 
relative size, the parties involved will 
be informed of the determination and 
of the regulations applicable to such 
passenger vessel, and before being per-
mitted to operate such vessel, compli-
ance therewith shall be required. En-
dorsements or notations on the pas-
senger vessel’s certificate of inspection 
may be made as appropriate. 

§ 70.05–30 Combustible and flammable 
liquid cargo in bulk. 

NOTE: Requirements for double hull con-
struction for vessels carrying oil, as defined 
in 33 CFR 157.03, in bulk as cargo are found 
in 33 CFR 157.10d. 

Vessels inspected and certificated 
under this subchapter may carry lim-
ited quantities of combustible liquid 
cargo in bulk in the grades indicated, 
provided the certificate of inspection is 
endorsed to permit such carriage: 

(a) Grade E in an integral tank; and 
(b) Grade E in a portable tank, in-

cluding a marine portable tank, in ac-
cordance with subpart 98.30 or 98.33 of 
this chapter. 

[CGD 84–043, 55 FR 37410, Sept. 11, 1990, as 
amended by CGD 90–051, 57 FR 36246, Aug. 12, 
1992] 

Subpart 70.10—Definition of Terms 
Used in This Subchapter 

§ 70.10–1 Definitions. 
Approved means approved by the 

Commandant, unless otherwise stated. 
Barge means any non-self-propelled 

vessel. 
Carrying freight for hire means the 

carriage of any goods, wares, or mer-
chandise, or any other freight for a 
consideration, whether directly or indi-
rectly flowing to the owner, charterer, 
operator, agent, or any other person in-
terested in the vessel. 

Classed vessel means any vessel 
classed by the American Bureau of 
Shipping or other recognized classifica-
tion society. 

Coast Guard District Commander 
means an officer of the Coast Guard 
designated as such by the Commandant 
to command all Coast Guard activities 
within his or her district, which in-
clude the inspection, enforcement, and 
administration of Subtitle II, Title 46 
U.S. Code; Title 33 U.S. Code; and regu-
lations issued under these statutes. 

Coastwise is a designation of service 
that includes all vessels normally navi-
gating the waters of any ocean or the 
Gulf of Mexico 20 nautical miles or less 
offshore. 

Commandant means the Commandant 
of the United States Coast Guard. 

Consideration means an economic 
benefit, inducement, right, or profit in-
cluding pecuniary payment accruing to 
an individual, person, or entity but not 
including a voluntary sharing of the 
actual expenses of the voyage by mone-
tary contribution or donation of fuel, 
food, beverage, or other supplies. 
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